ongratulations,

Saluting the Class of 2006

by Claudia Mirzaali

The Class of 2006 was the largest
in SJC’s history, with the conferring of
1,323 degrees this past spring. The
College’s 87th commencement was
held on May 30 in Suffolk and on June
1 and 2 in Brooklyn.

Addressing graduates of the

School of Arts & Sciences (SAS)

and the School of Adult &
Professional Education (SAPE)
from the Suffolk Campus was Jim

McCann, founder and chair of 1-

800-Flowers.com. The School of

Adult & Professional Education

(SAPE) graduates at the Brooklyn

Campus honored one of their own,

Jean Leon 77, R.N., M.P.A. Ms.

Leon is executive director of

Kings County Hospital

Center and senior vice pres-

ident of the Central
Brooklyn Family Network.

Johanna Duncan-

Poitier, deputy commission-

er, Office of Higher

Education, NYS Education

ine

Department, spoke at the Brooklyn
SAS commencement. All three com-
mencement speakers received honorary
Doctor of Law degrees.

Valedictory honors were awarded
to Suffolk SAPE student Linda Scarlato,
Suffolk SAS student Krista Celano,
Brooklyn SAPE student Christopher
Valis and Brooklyn SAS student Mary
Goodwin. B

Pictured clockwise from left: a happy
grad gets a hug; Janet Prendergast
Vickery °31 and Mary Goodwin; a
future alumna?; Jim McCann; Jean
Leon is hooded by Academic VP S.
Loretta McGrann; Linda Scarlato; bag-
pipers perform at the Nassau Coliseun;
Krista Celano; S. Joan Ryan leads the
Suffolk procession with SGA leaders;
Johanna Duncan-Poitier with SJC
President S. Elizabeth Hill; and
Christopher Valis with S. Elizabeth.

Photos by: Susan Farley, Jim Cummins, Richard
Slattery and Claudia Mirzaali.
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Future nurse inspired by ‘non-traditional’ friend

by Christine Mullaney

One immigrated to the U.S.
alone in the 1980s to make a better
life for herself and her daughter. The
other grew up on Long Island with
her family. One is in “mid” middle
age, a working registered nurse tak-
ing courses towards a B.S. in Nursing

>«

at St. Joseph’s “as I can handle them,”
the other a 21-year-old new alumna
headed off to graduate school.
Despite these differences, they
forged a unique bond in Dr. Paul
Ginnetty’s Group Dynamics and
Communication class.

After leaving Jamaica, Paulette
Clue-Wisdom worked as a nanny,
attended Baruch College, got mar-
ried and gave birth to her second
daughter, became a nursing aide at
Good Samaritan Hospital, divorced
and went back to school at Suffolk
Community College, graduating in
1999 with a nursing degree. Now in
her 12th year at Good Sam, Paulette
works in the hospital’s telemetry
unit ministering to stroke victims
and other patients with neurologi-
cal complications.

When Paulette met Sarah
Mondello, she said, “Sarah made
me feel like I was 21, too.” For
Sarah, Paulette “is years into where
I want to be.” Each has a personal
story that brought her to nursing.

“I was taught to give of self;”
Paulette said, “and when I was young
I wanted to be a missionary” After
Paulette moved here, a young aunt of

hers became very sick and was hospi-
talized. The student nurses who
cared for her aunt inspired Paulette
to enter nursing.

“The experience of taking care
of my grandmother, who suffers
from Alzheimer’s, turned my
thoughts to nursing,” Sarah, a psy-
chology major, said. She is entering
Adelphi University’s bachelor’s pro-
gram in nursing and expects to
graduate in two to three years.

“Paulette kept me laughing and
she wants to see me achieve,” Sarah
said of her “non-traditional” friend,
who sees herself as a mentor to
Sarah. Each is thankful for the
Group Dynamics class where
“everyone opened up” and they
became friends. B

Pictured above: Sarah Mondello, left,
with friend and classmate Paulette Clue-
Wisdom. Sarah is a member of the Class
of 2006.
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