
SSpprriinngg  bbrreeaakk  22000066  ffoouunndd  BBrrooookkllyynn  ssttuuddeennttss  vviissiittiinngg  CCoorrddoobbaa,,  SSeevviillllee,,

TToolleeddoo  aanndd  MMaaddrriidd,,  aann  hhoonnoorrss  pprrooggrraamm  ttoouurr  tthhaatt  ddrreeww  uuppoonn  aarrtt,,  hhiissttoorryy  aanndd

SSppaanniisshh  llaanngguuaaggee  aanndd  ccuullttuurree  ccoouurrsseess  ooffffeerreedd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  sspprriinngg  sseemmeesstteerr..  TThhee
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BBeecckkwwiitthh  ((AArrtt))  aanndd  PPhhiilliipp  DDeehhnnee,,  PPhh..DD..,,  ((HHiissttoorryy)),,  wwhhiillee  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPrrooffeessssoorr  MMaarriiaa

MMoonnttooyyaa,,  PPhh..DD..,,  ((MMooddeerrnn  LLaanngguuaaggeess))  ttaauugghhtt  aa  ccoouurrssee  oonn  SSppaanniisshh  cciivviilliizzaattiioonn  aanndd  ccuullttuurree..  OOnn

tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss’’  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  BBrrooookkllyynn,,  tthheeyy  pprreesseenntteedd  ttwwoo  ppaappeerrss::  OOnnee  eexxpprreessssiinngg  tthheeiirr  iinnccrreeaasseedd

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  aarrttiissttss  ssttuuddiieedd;;  tthhee  ootthheerr  ddeessccrriibbiinngg  hhooww  tthhee  ttrriipp  hheellppeedd  tthheemm  ccoommppaarree

tthhee  ccuullttuurreess  ooff  tthhee  UU..SS..  aanndd  SSppaaiinn  ttooddaayy,,  aanndd  hhooww  tthheeiirr  ttrraavveell  eexxppeerriieenncceess  aaffffeecctteedd  tthheemm..  OOuurr

tthhaannkkss  ttoo  PPrrooffeessssoorrss  BBeecckkwwiitthh,,  DDeehhnnee  aanndd  MMoonnttooyyaa  ffoorr  pprroovviiddiinngg  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  rreeppoorrtt..

he student travelers began prepar-
ing for their visit to Spain well
before their actual departure. “The

idea of having a class as a mandatory
facet of the trip was obviously an integral
aspect of making it an honors trip,” Dr.
Dehne explained. “With more knowledge
of Spain's culture, and the way that it
developed over time, these particularly
aware and interested students would gain
a much greater appreciation of the world
they were going to be visiting.”

Noting that the history of Spain is an
extensive and varied one, Dr. Dehne
focused his preparatory history classes on
three specific periods of Spain’s history.
“We began the [spring] semester examin-
ing the rise of Islamic or ‘Moorish’ rule,
the creation of al-Andalus,” he said. “Our
next focus was Catholic Spain during its

period of expansion, both with the
Reconquista of the Iberian peninsula and
the unforeseen conquests of the New
World. Finally, our third segment exam-
ined Spain during its last century of tur-
moil, with the collapse of the Second
Republic into the vicious Civil War in the
1930s, and the rise and fall of the Francoist
dictatorship. Students read a variety of
important readings on each period, draw-
ing them together in brief essays.”

This focus on three segments of
Spain’s history was tailored to the histo-
ries of the regions of Spain that the group
planned to visit. “We began our trip in
the center of al-Andalus, Cordoba, where
the caliph who claimed sovereignty over
the entire Arab world ruled during the
tenth century A.D.,” Dr. Dehne added.
“We then spent a few days in Seville, the

de facto ‘capital city’ of Ferdinand and
Isabella, through which flowed virtually
the entire merchant trade and all the sil-
ver and gold of the New World. Our final
destination, Madrid, remained the center
of Spain ever since.”

Every morning during the trip, Dr.
Dehne delivered short lectures that
framed the histories of the sites that
would be visited, with the aim of uniting
the classroom learning with the real
experiences of the students in the palaces,
museums and streets of Spain.

Students prepared for the art portion
of the program by studying the major
Spanish artists. Along with a guided tour
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s
Spanish collection, and a visit to the Frick
museum to see an exhibit of Goya’s late
works before leaving for Spain, students
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Antonio Vila, Meaghan Ring, Emily
McManus, Gina Andosca, Catherine
Bartnik, Jessica Kessler, Gabriella Kollesar
and Fiona McWilliam worked in pairs to
research the masterpieces they would see
in Spain’s churches, galleries and muse-
ums. Each team was responsible for two
artists and made brief presentations in
front of paintings at the actual sites. They
looked for variations in artists’ early and
late work, and were able to point out the
distinguishing characteristics of style that
identified each artist.

“It is always satisfying to see an artist’s
work at the proper scale as you do in a
museum,” Professor Beckwith observed.
“Not only that, but no reproduction can
ever capture the true colors and techniques
of a painter. It was fun to hear students’
comments when we arrived in Toledo and
they recognized its geography from El
Greco’s painting, ‘View of Toledo,’ which
they had seen at the Met.”

On guided tours, students observed the
architecture and decorative arts contributed
by Muslims, Jews and Christians that give
Spain its rich cultural diversity.

Students Diana Bentz and Raquel
Martinez were enrolled in Dr. Montoya’s
spring semester course, “Civilization and
Culture of Spain.” They knew this class
would not only expose them to the art and
history of the country but would also
strengthen their Spanish oral and written
communication skills, Dr. Montoya said.

“I grew up in Galacia,” noted Dr.
Montoya. “It is in the northwest corner of
Spain, an area of the country known for its
beautiful Romanesque churches, seafood
delicacies and excellent white wines. Before
this trip, I hadn’t the opportunity to travel
to Seville and Cordoba and to appreciate
their rich Muslim heritage which you don’t
find in the north. I was equally impressed
with the Mosque in Cordoba and with
Seville’s quaint squares and gardens.”

Diana was especially intrigued by the
variety of hot and cold tapas—the Spanish
version of our hors d’oeuvres—that she
found in restaurants throughout Spain.
On her first morning in Seville, she visited

the restaurant next to the group’s hotel,
where its sociable owner let Diana take
photos of its unusual décor, including a
bull’s head on the wall. Back in the States,
Diana shared stories about the trip with
her “Civilization and Culture of Spain”
classmates. She showed a PowerPoint pres-
entation she had produced that featured
many vibrant photographs of a wide
assortment of Spanish dishes, including
her favorite, the popular salmorejo—a
cold tomato soup similar to gazpacho.

On numerous occasions, Raquel
became the group’s interpreter, as her
native fluency in Spanish proved to be an
indispensable asset while bargain hunting
in Toledo or when ordering sandwiches
and sodas for 10 people just five minutes
before a scheduled visit to the Fine Arts
Museum in Seville.

For her required project, Raquel stud-
ied contemporary Spanish fashion. The
increasingly thriving and cosmopolitan
Madrid provided the ideal site for pursu-
ing her interest. In her oral presentation to
the class, Raquel highlighted the contribu-
tions of Spanish top designers and
described how Spanish women today
enjoy the convenience of combining casu-
al clothing with more formal garments.

One of the purposes of SJC’s honors
program, which added a study-abroad
component two years ago, is “to challenge
students, to enhance their college experi-
ence and to widen their horizons,” said
Brooklyn Academic Dean S. Margaret
Buckley, who accompanied this year’s
group on the partially subsidized trip. “We
plan to continue to provide this opportu-
nity, with a visit to France projected for
spring 2007.” �

Pictured to the left: (Top) In Cordoba, the garden
of Mezquita is the backdrop for Spanish Culture
students (from left) Diana Benz and Raquel
Martinez, shown with their professor, Dr. Maria
Montoya; (Center) In the Fine Arts Museum,
Seville, Jessica Kessler and Fiona McWilliam
present their research on the painter, Jose de
Ribera, in front of his painting, “St. James the
Apostle;” (Bottom) All 10 students gather by the
Cathedral in Toledo for a group photo.
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