Spring break 2006 found Brooklyn students visiting Cordoba, Seville,

Tolgdo and Madrid, an honors program tour that drgw upon art, history and

Spanish language and culturg courses offered during the spring semester. The

art/history intgrdisciplinary portion was taught by tIssistant Profgssors €. Jang

Beckwith (drt) and Philip Pehne, Ph.®., (flistory), while {Issociate Professor Maria

Montoga, Ph.®., (Modegrn lbanguages) taught a coursg on Spanish civilization and culturg. On

the students’ return to Brooklygn, they presented two papers: Ong gxpressing their inergased

undegrstanding of the artists studied; the other degscribing how the trip helped them compare

the culturgs of the U.S. and Spain today, and how their travel grperignces affeeted them. Our
thanks to Profegssors Beckwith, Pehne and Montoyga for providing the following report.



Antonio Vila, Meaghan Ring, Emily
McManus, Gina Andosca, Catherine
Bartnik, Jessica Kessler, Gabriella Kollesar
and Fiona McWilliam worked in pairs to
research the masterpieces they would see
in Spain’s churches, galleries and muse-
ums. Each team was responsible for two
artists and made brief presentations in
front of paintings at the actual sites. They
looked for variations in artists’ early and
late work, and were able to point out the
distinguishing characteristics of style that
identified each artist.

“It is always satisfying to see an artist’s
work at the proper scale as you do in a
museum,” Professor Beckwith observed.
“Not only that, but no reproduction can
ever capture the true colors and techniques
of a painter. It was fun to hear students’
comments when we arrived in Toledo and
they recognized its geography from El
Greco’s painting, ‘View of Toledo, which
they had seen at the Met.”

On guided tours, students observed the
architecture and decorative arts contributed
by Muslims, Jews and Christians that give
Spain its rich cultural diversity.

Students Diana Bentz and Raquel
Martinez were enrolled in Dr. Montoya’s
spring semester course, “Civilization and
Culture of Spain” They knew this class
would not only expose them to the art and
history of the country but would also
strengthen their Spanish oral and written
communication skills, Dr. Montoya said.

“I grew up in Galacia,” noted Dr.
Montoya. “It is in the northwest corner of
Spain, an area of the country known for its
beautiful Romanesque churches, seafood
delicacies and excellent white wines. Before
this trip, I hadn’t the opportunity to travel
to Seville and Cordoba and to appreciate
their rich Muslim heritage which you don’t
find in the north. I was equally impressed
with the Mosque in Cordoba and with
Seville’s quaint squares and gardens.”

Diana was especially intrigued by the
variety of hot and cold tapas—the Spanish
version of our hors d’oeuvres—that she
found in restaurants throughout Spain.
On her first morning in Seville, she visited

the restaurant next to the group’s hotel,
where its sociable owner let Diana take
photos of its unusual décor, including a
bull’s head on the wall. Back in the States,
Diana shared stories about the trip with
her “Civilization and Culture of Spain”
classmates. She showed a PowerPoint pres-
entation she had produced that featured
many vibrant photographs of a wide
assortment of Spanish dishes, including
her favorite, the popular salmorejo—a
cold tomato soup similar to gazpacho.

On numerous occasions, Raquel
became the group’s interpreter, as her
native fluency in Spanish proved to be an
indispensable asset while bargain hunting
in Toledo or when ordering sandwiches
and sodas for 10 people just five minutes
before a scheduled visit to the Fine Arts
Museum in Seville.

For her required project, Raquel stud-
ied contemporary Spanish fashion. The
increasingly thriving and cosmopolitan
Madrid provided the ideal site for pursu-
ing her interest. In her oral presentation to
the class, Raquel highlighted the contribu-
tions of Spanish top designers and
described how Spanish women today
enjoy the convenience of combining casu-
al clothing with more formal garments.

One of the purposes of SJC’s honors
program, which added a study-abroad
component two years ago, is “to challenge
students, to enhance their college experi-
ence and to widen their horizons,” said
Brooklyn Academic Dean S. Margaret
Buckley, who accompanied this year’s
group on the partially subsidized trip. “We
plan to continue to provide this opportu-
nity, with a visit to France projected for
spring 2007.” W

Pictured to the left: (Top) In Cordoba, the garden
of Mezquita is the backdrop for Spanish Culture
students (from left) Diana Benz and Raquel
Martinez, shown with their professor, Dr. Maria
Montoya; (Center) In the Fine Arts Museum,
Seville, Jessica Kessler and Fiona McWilliam
present their research on the painter, Jose de
Ribera, in front of his painting, “St. James the
Apostle;” (Bottom) All 10 students gather by the
Cathedral in Toledo for a group photo.



